[A case of primary malignant melanoma of the esophagus].
A case of primary and malignant melanoma of the esophagus was reported. A 64-year-old male complaining of discomfort of anterior chest pain was admitted to our hospital for operation. Findings of upper G-1 X-ray and endoscopic examination revealed suspiciously malignant melanoma. Subtotal thoracic esophagectomy with R III dissection was performed. Operative findings included A0 N2 Pl0 M0 Stage III. Macroscopically it showed black-grayish colored polypoid tumors, 7 cm in size. The typical finding of junctional activity adjacent to the tumor mass and melanocytes were microscopically found. The patient received postoperative systemic chemotherapy, but was died of multiple liver and bone metastases 125 days after surgery. Malignant melanoma of the esophagus has extremely poor prognosis and none of effective therapies has been reported.